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herself points out, ‘‘As far as education in gen-
eral, in the schools where I go, I see wonder-
ful, dedicated teachers who a lot of times are
spinning their wheels trying to think, ‘What is
it that I need to do to improve what we’re al-
ready doing?’ Probably the most consistent
thing I hear from teachers is the lack of train-
ing. From their university training they don’t
feel adequately prepared to teach reading, I
see good things, but a lot of frustration.’’

Sadly, many of our students across the
country do not have mastery of this basic skill
of reading. The 1998 National Assessment for
Educational Progress (NAEP) has found that
69% of 4th grade students are reading below
the proficient level and that 85% of minority
4th grade students, most of whom are in Title
I programs, are reading below the proficient
level. Many of these students will end up in
special education.

Studies indicate that at least half of the stu-
dents being placed in Special Education pro-
grams have not been taught to read. The cost
of Special Education—federal, state and
local—is exceeding $60 billion each year. The
cost to those who never learn to read ade-
quately is much higher. The job prospects for
functionally illiterate adults are slum. Opportu-
nities for those who cannot read are few.

Reading is fundamental. To ensure mastery
of these skills, correct teaching methodology is
essential. According to the National Institute of
Child Health and Human Development the
ability to read depends on one’s under-
standing of the relationship between letters
and the speech sounds they represent. Inten-
sive instruction in phonics teaches this skill—
the 26 letters used to symbolize about 44
speech sounds and the most common ways
they may be spelled.

The National Reading Panel’s report on suc-
cessful reading strategies which was released
on April 13, 2000 echoes this point. After re-
viewing 30 years of reading research, the
reading panel found that the most effective
reading programs include instruction in pho-
nemic awareness, phonics, fluency, com-
prehension, and vocabulary.

The research in support of intensive, sys-
tematic phonics is widely available yet teach-
ing colleges often neglect to provide their stu-
dents with the skills to teach this body of
knowledge. Too often, teachers like Kathy
graduate without the tools to successfully
teach reading. These teachers are deeply de-
voted to children and want to teach the best
they can, yet they lack essential teaching
skills. Until teaching schools adopt successful
reading instruction methods, the only place
teachers can learn these is in workshops like
the ones Kathy provides.

This is but one of the reasons Kathy is an
education hero. In addition to helping children
learn to read, she is providing other teachers
the means to become excellent teachers. She
is fighting the fight against illiteracy and arm-
ing others to do the same. Because of teach-
ers like Kathy, I am hopeful that the literacy
deficit in our country will become a thing of the
past. It is for this reason that I will be pre-
senting Kathy with a Certificate of Special
Congressional Recognition for her service to
Indiana next week. Her commitment to chil-
dren and literacy is outstanding.

I would like to thank the National Right to
Read Foundation for selecting this wonderful
Hoosier to receive the Patrick Groff Teacher of
the Year Award.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the opportunity to
speak about this very special woman. I am re-
minded of the words of Historian Henry
Brooks Adams who once said, ‘‘A teacher af-
fects eternity; he can never tell where his influ-
ence stops.’’
f
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Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I
support the Violence Against Women Act
(‘‘VAWA’’). On September 26, 2000, this Body
voted to reauthorize VAWA in a vote of 415 to
3. Our colleagues in the other Body are now
considering the reauthorization of this impor-
tant legislation.

In my career as a judge and prosecutor, I
witnessed many instances in which violence
tore at the fabric of family life, causing harm
to women and children.

The Violence Against Women Act would en-
sure a comprehensive approach to combating
violence through the tools of family services,
community initiatives, training for law enforce-
ment, and educational programs. The Act
would also protect women with disabilities,
many of whom are unable to advocate on their
own behalf.

This Body’s support of VAWA indicates
widespread recognition of the problem of vio-
lence against women, and that it must stop. I
urge that our colleagues in the other Body re-
authorize this legislation.
f
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Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay trib-
ute to a distinguished legislator, a paragon of
virtue and a national treasure—Congressman
Sidney Yates from my home state of Illinois. I
am deeply saddened by the news that Sid
Yates died last night. I join my colleagues in
taking the time to honor this truly remarkable
man for his invaluable contribution to this na-
tion. During this time of sorrow for his family,
I want them to know that I hold them in my
heart and in my prayers.

Mr. Yates was first elected in 1948, and for
four decades served as a member of the Ap-
propriations Committee. I am honored to now
fill his seat. As the member who coined the
appropriations moniker ‘‘College of Cardinals,’’
he spent 20 years as Chairman of the Interior
Appropriations Subcommittee. Sidney Yates
was a staunch advocate for the arts, and a
defender of the environment. He embodied all
that is just and virtuous about public service.
Through his exemplary tenure, Sidney Yates
typified what it truly means to be called, ‘‘the
honorable.’’

Mr. Yates was considered to me, generous
with his time and extremely helpful to me as
a new legislator. On December 14, 1995, Mr.

Yates introduced me after I took the oath of
office, and continued to serve as a guide and
teacher. As the Dean of the Illinois delegation,
his courageous and principled stands on
issues and legislation were inspirational—this
despite great pressure to do otherwise.

I believe I speak for every member of this
body when I say we will continue to be guided
by the light of Sid Yates’ leadership, public
service, experience and wisdom. I will miss
my good friend and trusted mentor.
f
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I was extremely

disappointed that the conference committee
on the defense authorization legislation voted
to drop the hate crimes provision from the bill.
As president Clinton said, yesterday, dropping
this provision is a serious error. The hate
crimes provision had strong bipartisan support
in both the House and Senate. This legislation
simply provided that all persons should be
treated the same under our nation’s laws, and
it is a principle that all of us here in the Con-
gress should support.

Mr. Speaker, a tragic incident just a few
days ago in Roanoke, Virginia, has only
served to highlight the need for this legislation.
Ronald Edward Gay shot and killed Daniel
Lee Overstreet simply because he was gay.
Mr. Overstreet worked for Verizon network
and was well liked by all who knew him. But
he happened to be in a gay bar, when Ronald
Edward Gay entered the bar and shot and
killed him because, in Gay’s words, he wanted
to waste some ‘‘faggots’’. Like Matthew
Shephard before him, Daniel Lee Overstreet
was a victim of blind, impersonal hatred and
bigotry.

The brutal attack in Virginia and the rise in
hate crimes based on sexual orientation
shows the need for Congress to adopt com-
prehensive hate crimes legislation. If we fail to
enact this legislation, more and more people
will continue to suffer from hate crimes in our
country. According to the FBI, hate crimes
based on anti-gay violence increased 14.3
percent from 1997 to 1998—even as the over-
all crime rate decreased. Hate crimes based
on sexual orientation have nearly tripled since
the FBI began collecting statistics in 1991, and
in 1998 such crimes comprised 16 percent of
all hate crimes—some 1,260 crimes nationally.

Mr. Speaker, the majority of Americans be-
lieve that now is the time to pass the ex-
panded hate crimes legislation. According to
recent polls, 63 percent of independent voters
say they are ‘‘less likely’’ to vote for a can-
didate opposed to hate crimes legislation.
These voters believe as I do, that hate crimes
legislation does not make murdering someone
who happens to be homosexual a greater
crime than murdering someone who happens
to be heterosexual as its opponents charge.
Rather, it sends a message throughout our
nation that hate crimes will not go unnoticed
and they will not go unpunished.

Mr. Speaker, with the recent anti-guy vio-
lence in Virginia and the increasing number of
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hate crimes across the nation, it is now time
to pass the Hate Crimes Prevention Act. We
have the support of the American people. We
need to take action to prevent tragedies like
those of Matthew Shephard and Daniel Over-
street in the future. I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 1082 so that we can curb this
rise in anti-gay violence and send a clear
message that hate is wrong and the perpetra-
tors of hate crimes will be punished.
f
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Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Robert A. Scott, Ph.D., president of
Adelphi University and former president of
Ramapo College, on being chosen to receive
the 2000 Raoul Wallenberg Humanitarian
Leadership Award. Dr. Scott, in addition to
being a proven educational leader of high
standards and strong management expertise,
has been uniquely active and outspoken on
issues surrounding the Holocaust, genocide,
racism and anti-Semitism. He clearly deserves
and has earned this high honor. I have worked
closely with Dr. Scott for many years and can
attest to his integrity and dedication.

The Raoul Wallenberg Humanitarian Lead-
ership Award is presented annually by the
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at
Ramapo College. While the Center was estab-
lished before Dr. Scott became president of
Ramapo in 1985, he was one of its strongest
supporters throughout his tenure and contrib-
uted significantly to its growth and prominence
in the world of Holocaust studies. Today, the
Center is an independent, non-profit organiza-
tion that encourages and assists persons of all
ages in learning the history and lessons of the
Holocaust and other genocides in the hope
that through education such tragedies can be
prevented from ever occurring again. The
Center sponsors a variety of activities, includ-
ing workshops for educators, recording of local
Holocaust survivors’ testimonies, art exhibits,
film series, lectures and panel discussions.

The Raoul Wallenberg Humanitarian Lead-
ership Award is given to individuals who dis-
play ‘‘outstanding leadership in advancing Hol-
ocaust studies and interfaith understanding.’’
Dr. Scott clearly meets that test, and strives to
follow the examples of courage and leadership
set by Raoul Wallenberg, the Swedish dip-
lomat who saved the lives of thousands of
Jews in Budapest during World War II.

Prior to becoming president of Adelphi Uni-
versity on July 15 of this year, Dr. Scott spent
15 years as president of Ramapo College. His
tenure at Ramapo was marked by rising en-
rollments, increasingly rigorous admissions
standards, a construction boom, fiscal stability,
the addition of three graduate degree pro-
grams and numerous other accomplishments.
He has been a member of the New Jersey
Commission on Higher Education since 1994
and chaired the Commission’s Higher Edu-
cation Restructuring Team. As a senior advi-
sor to the U.S. State Department, he rep-
resented the United States at the 1998 United

National Education, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization conference in Paris that negotiated
an international treaty on the transferability of
academic credits and credentials. He has re-
ceived numerous awards from education and
community groups.

Before coming to Ramapo, Dr. Scott was
assistant commissioner for the Indiana Com-
mission for Higher Education and an associate
dean and senior administrator at Cornell Uni-
versity. He holds a bachelor’s degree in
English from Bucknell University and his doc-
torate in sociology and organizational eth-
nography from Cornell.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Dr. Scott and wishing him many
years of continued success in his new role at
Adelphi University.
f
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Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, in recent years,
the Republic of China on Taiwan has emerged
as a major economic power throughout the
world. Much of this economic success is attrib-
utable to the efforts of Taiwan’s leaders who
understand that a strong economy is nec-
essary for true political progress and reform.
The Republic of China has now become a true
democracy with several strong political parties.
Earlier this year, the people of Taiwan elected
as President Mr. Chen Shui-bian of the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party. His election under-
scored the vitality and diversity of Taiwan’s
democratic form of government.

Like his predecessor, former President Lee
Teng-hui, President Chen continues to seek a
proper role for the Republic of China in the
international community. At the same time,
President Chen also seeks a dialogue with the
People’s Republic of China. While the pace of
this dialogue may evolve slowly, President
Chen will continue to work with his country-
men to transform Taiwan into a high tech is-
land that will be seen worldwide as a success-
ful model for emerging democracies.

Mr. Speaker, I would urge my colleagues to
show our admiration to our friends in the Re-
public of China by congratulating them on their
forthcoming National Day.
f

IN HONOR OF HOLY FAMILY HIGH
SCHOOL REUNION 2000

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 6, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Holy Family High School, as it cele-
brates Reunion 2000. On October 7, 2000,
many of Holy Family’s alumni will attend a re-
union to celebrate the school that guided them
through their formative years and prepared
them for future success.

Holy Family High School was founded in the
late 1800s, and was known as Columbia Busi-

ness School. In the early 1920s, Franciscan
nuns and priests took stewardship of the
school, changing its name to Holy Family.
They dedicated their lives to providing support
and guidance, creating an environment that fa-
cilitated learning. Because of the exceptional
education Holy Family provided, many of its
students had the opportunity to go to college.

The closing of Holy Family High School in
1972 was a sad moment for everyone who
had been a part of its history, and sad mo-
ment for the community. However, with this re-
union, Holy Family’s alumni share their memo-
ries and experiences, their triumphs and dif-
ficulties. In so doing, they breathe life back
into their school and their childhood.

Today, I honor Holy Family High School and
the students who passed through its halls on
the way to realizing their dreams. And I ask
my colleagues to honor them, as well.
f
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Ms. VELA
´
ZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, due to an

error, I was incorrectly shown as voting ‘‘yes’’
on rollcall No. 473. I was present during this
roll call vote and intended to vote ‘‘no.’’

This was a vote on the Souder amendment
to H.R. 4942, the DC Appropriations Bill for
FY 2001. This amendment would prohibit the
District of Columbia from using any funds,
Federal or local, for a needle exchange pro-
gram. I am strongly opposed to such a prohi-
bition.

Needle exchange programs, which are used
in over 30 states, have been proven to dras-
tically reduce the transmission of HIV among
intravenous drug users. Such programs have
the support of the American Medical Associa-
tion, the American Public Health Association,
the United States Conference of Mayors and
the Surgeon General of the United States. In
fact, the Surgeon General has said, ‘‘There is
conclusive scientific evidence that syringe ex-
change programs as part of a comprehensive
HIV prevention strategy are, in effect, public
health intervention that reduces the trans-
mission of HIV and does not encourage the
use of illegal drugs.’’

The District has budgeted it’s own funds for
the implementation of this program. However,
the Souder amendment denies the District the
right to local control over local policy, imple-
mented by local dollars. It is not the responsi-
bility of this Congress to impose the personal
moral beliefs of certain of its Members on the
public health policy of any local jurisdiction.
Yet that is exactly what the Souder amend-
ment does. I oppose this amendment and ask
that this statement be entered into the record
to clarify my position on this important issue.
f

WRONG ON KAZAKHSTAN
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OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 6, 2000

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to draw the attention of my col-
leagues to a very disturbing Op Ed article by
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